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As we end the second quarter of the 2018-2019 school year 

we will continue to study the elements of art and the principles of 

design, as well as the history of art. Students will be learning the 

GCPS Art AKS objectives within each project and as a school we 

will be exploring new materials and the many ways to create art.  

 

 Kindergarten students will be learning about the Elements of 

Art within our Printmaking Unit 

 1st grade students are learning about Neutral colors by creat-

ing Foxes, Raccoons, or Skunks! 

 2nd grade students are learning about ROY G. BIV, Color 

Wheels, and Mixed Media! 

 3rd grade students will be learning about Collage and Batik!  

 4th grade students are learning about Mixed Media and Col-

or Theory! 

 5th grade students are learning about 1-point perspective 

and Color Theory! 

 

 We will all be very busy while having a lot of fun learning 

in the Art room. All of our hard work is in preparation for the Gwin-

nett County Art Show, Tapestry, February 19th - 25th, 2019 as well as 

Arts and Literacy Night at Bethesda in March!  

If you’re looking for things to do, remember to draw as 

much as possible by observing things around you or by using your 

imagination, rather than tracing a picture or coloring in a coloring 

book. Explore your surroundings! Use different items to cut and 

glue to make your own collage! Create a sketchbook to keep all 

of your drawings in one place! Stay organized! No matter what, 

be CrEaTiVe and use your ImAgInAtIoN as much as possible!  

Dear Bethesda Family, 

 

 We just completed a successful first half of the school year 

and we are so excited about starting the second half. I have been in all 

of the classrooms and can ensure that your child is receiving a quality 

education. Our students are working hard during Math, Reading, and 

Writing workshop. Our staff is “Engaged & Connected” with your chil-

dren, one another, and the community.  

 On behalf of Bethesda Elementary, it is truly my pleasure to 

extend heartfelt gratitude as we continue the school year. We realize 

the important contributions parents make towards a child’s success in 

school. Our school wide student achievement data is showing great 

progress. We could not have done this without you. We would like to 

thank you for contributing to our continued success.  

 Are you interested in learning more about the upcoming 

Georgia Milestones Assessment that your 3-5 grade children will be tak-

ing in April? Please visit “www.gadoe.org” to find out more about the 

test. There are study guides to see the type of questions your child will 

be given. 

 Elementary school is where we lay the foundation to pre-pare 

our students for college and future careers. I pledge to provide our 

students with the necessary resources to ensure their safety and aca-

demic success. Bethesda is an amazing school with the best students 

and staff. You are the most important person in the education of your 

child. It is crucial that we work together to ensure his/her development 

socially, emotionally, and academically. I look forward to meeting with 

you and talking about your child’s success throughout the year during 

parent involvement activities. Together we will improve and build upon 

the historical success of Bethesda Elementary!  

 We realize that one of the most important components of a 

good school is the partnership between the school and the parents 

who work together for the best interest of the children. The close part-

nership between home and school is one of the exceptional strengths 

of Bethesda Elementary School. For this reason we are calling on 100% 

of our families to join our Parent Teacher Association (PTA) and parent 

volunteers; we want and need your help and commitment. Please go 

on the PTA website for more information http://www.bethesdapta.org/ . 

We must invest our time and commitment in our nation’s most valuable 

resource – our children.  

 Please keep in touch with school events on our website: 

http://www.bethesdaelem.org. We are excited about beginning the 

second half of the school-year, and I look forward to working with all of 

you. Parents and students thank you for the support you continue to 

provide to our teachers and our community. We look forward to a 

great year!  

Educationally, 

Pam J. Williams 

Bethesda Elementary 

Principal 

 

Pam J. Williams, Principal January 11, 2019 



 

 
 

 Over the last few months, our kindergarteners have been 

working so hard and learning so much!  

 In reading we have continued to work on learning letters 

and sounds, as well as sight words. Our goal for our students is that 

they would know 100% of their letters and sounds by winter break, 

as well as 25 sight words. We also worked on writing our uppercase 

and lowercase letters correctly. Students learned about story ele-

ments, such as; characters, setting, problem/solution, and that 

each story has a beginning, middle, and end. Students learned 

how to retell a story and how to make connections between the 

words and the illustrations. We reviewed previous standards, such 

as the roles of the author and illustrator and rhyming words.  

 During writing we have continued our learning on how to 

write a narrative story. Students have learned that a narrative story 

is a true story. Students practiced the writing strategies that they 

had previously learned, as well as several new ones. Students 

learned how to start their story with storytelling words, how to in-

clude details such as what they did and who they were with, and 

to use the sight word wall to help them with their writing. Many stu-

dents still need assistance with writing. A great tip would be to help 

your child compose and write a simple sentence or story at home. 

 In Math students learned about coins and their values, 

counting objects with one to one correspondence arranged in 

various ways, comparing numbers to determine if they are less 

than, greater than, or equal to, and composing and decomposing 

teen numbers. Students were shown how teen numbers have a 

group of ten and extra ones. Students learned how to use many 

math manipulatives, such as a ten frame and a rek-n-rek.  

 In Social Studies students learned about Columbus Day, 

Thanksgiving, and needs and wants. Students particularly enjoyed 

learning about Thanksgiving and participating in the Thanksgiving 

play. Thank you to all of the families who were able to attend the 

play and support our students.  

 During science we have learned about the daytime and 

nighttime skies and how they are different. Students also learned 

about the ways things move in different ways with different forces. 

Students learned about gravity as a force.   

 We are looking forward to watching your students learn 

and grow as we move along through our school year. Thank you for 

helping us by supporting your child’s learning at home.  

  

 First grade has seen a lot of growth in our students. We 

have been working on reading both fiction and nonfiction texts. 

The students have been learning how to respond to their reading. 

In December our studies included a reindeer unit. For our fiction 

books we included Olive the Other Reindeer, Rudolph the Red-

Nosed Reindeer. We learned how to describe the characters, set-

ting and major events in a story. For our non-fiction study we read a 

variety of non-fiction reindeer passages and located key details. 

The students also have been learning about non-fiction text fea-

tures and how they help us become better readers. 

  During writing we learned how to write informational 

books to teach other about a topic. Students were able to relate 

their reading skills to their writing skills. We learned about a variety of 

topics.  

 In Math we have continued to learn a variety of strategies 

to solve addition and subtraction problems. We continue to work 

on part-part-whole. We are working on learning telling time from 

the hour and the half hour.  Please continue to work on your child’s 

math fact fluency.  

In Social Studies we started our unit on important Ameri-

cans. The students learned about Benjamin Franklin and his contri-

butions and character traits. We are now learning about Thomas 

Jefferson, his contributions, character traits, and  the Louisiana 

Purchase. 

Science has lead us to a study about emergency 

sounds. We have had the opportunity to discuss what sounds to 

listen for in an emergency. The students made a phone out of two 

cups and a string. 

Our students have been started taking their assessments 

on the computer. It is important that they have the opportunity 

each night to work on Raz-Kids to practice reading and answering 

questions so they can do their best on their tests.  We are looking 

forward to continued growth as we move into the second semes-

ter. 

We can’t believe the end of 2nd quarter is already here! 

2nd graders have worked so hard this year. Our students have 

been involved in lots of learning in these nine weeks. We were very 

successful on the first Quarter’s District Assessments and hope to 

have an even better turn out of the 2nd Quarter’s assessment 

showing even more knowledge learned.  

During the second quarter in Math students have 

learned valuable skills such as measuring and estimating lengths in 

standard units. Students explored measurement using tools such as 

rulers, meter sticks, and yards. Students also learned how to solve 

real life problem situations using measurement. Students com-

pared and explained the relationship of measurement using differ-

ent units. For example, students were able to explain the relation-

ship between the number measurement and the size of the unit. 

Students were immersed in word problems this quarter as well. 2nd 

grade students learned to used addition and subtraction to solve 

multi-step word problems. Students also worked with time and 

learned to tell time by the nearest five minutes.   

Second Graders also expanded their Literacy 

knowledge in the 2nd Quarter this year. Students learned to identify 

the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of 

each specific paragraph. They also learned through a variety of 

passages, books, and activities how to describe the connection 

between a series of historical events, scientific ideas, or steps in a 

technical procedure. Students in second grade also learned how 

text features help the reader understand non-fiction or expository 

texts. Through poems, books, and stories students learned to de-

code regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels. In Writ-

ing students learned how to introduce a topic, use facts and defi-

nitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement. 

Students used a variety of tools to produce and publish their infor-

mational books. Students learned how to write a Lab Report 

based on an experiment using force and motion. They also 

worked hard on writing an informational book about a topic they 

knew a lot about that involves movement (force and motion). 

They celebrated their writing by sharing with their peers and 

providing feedback.  

In Social Studies this quarter students learned all about 

Georgia’s beginnings while learning about Tomochichi, Mary 

Musgrove, and James Oglethorpe. Students learned the important 

character traits of honesty, dependability, trustworthiness, honor, 

civility, patience, and compassion that all these important histori-

cal figures displayed. Students also learned and explored how the 

people from our state’s past lived and what they accomplished to 

make Georgia what it is today.  

In Science, second graders learned through experi-

ments and exploration. Students constructed and explanation of 

what causes a change in our community’s environment. Students 

learned how weather, animals, and humans impact our environ-

ment. Students in the 2nd quarter also planned and carried out an 

investigation to demonstrate how pushing and pulling on objects 

affects the motion of an object. Students also designed a device 

to change the speed or direction of an object.  

We look forward to a successful third quarter. Please 

continue to be sure your child completes their homework, reads 

every night for 20 minutes, and practices math facts daily.  
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It’s hard to believe third grade is nearly half-way over! We 

have been busy preparing our students for mastery of the AKS 

(Academic Knowledge & Skills) and success on district assessment in 

the areas of math, science, reading, writing, and social studies.   

During this second quarter in math, we have been focus-

ing on arithmetic patterns and two-step word problems involving all 

four operations. We have learned the properties of multiplication 

and how they help us calculate the area of a plane figure. 

In reading, we have been diving into various types of non-

fiction texts with a focus on asking and answering questions using 

textual evidence. Using text structure and main idea strategies, we 

practiced the important skill of reading to learn. This was also ap-

plied in our informational writing unit, in which we authored essays 

as experts on a topic of our choice.  

In science, we compared and contrasted the properties of 

several types of soil and how soil changes over time. We also 

learned about how fossils give us clues into an organism’s past and 

the fossilization process. 

In social studies, we studied several famous explorers and 

their motives for exploring North America. We researched their ac-

complishments, obstacles they faced, and ways they overcame 

those obstacles as part of this unit.   

Spring will be here before we know it! As we look ahead, 

please continue to encourage your student to read for at least 20 

minutes a night and answer comprehension questions about their 

reading. They should be memorizing all multiplication facts 0-10 and 

completing homework nightly. Thank you for your continued sup-

port! 

 

 

 

 

Hello Parents!  

 

Your fourth grader has been working hard this semester in order to 

master the new standards being taught! As teachers, we are proud 

to be able to work with such a hardworking group of students!  

Please remember to encourage your child to do the following 

things:  

1. Read and respond to a variety of genres NIGHTLY.  

2. Practice math facts NIGHTLY. They should have their multiplica-

tion facts memorized! 

If you have any questions, please let us know how we can assist 

you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The first half of the year was a blast for our Fifth graders. 

The second nine weeks were filled with adventures and 

lots of learning. We continue to learn new things and 

building our knowledge to be ready for the upcoming 

District Assessments and the Georgia Milestones Test at 

the end of the school year. 

  

Our special areas rotations have changed slightly and 

we are excited that we have added another round of 

PE to the mix!  

 

Our students have been working hard learning lots of 

new things across all disciplines.  In Math, they have 

learned all about fractions and decimals. They have 

learned to add, subtract, and multiply fractions using 

number lines and models. Learning Communities in 

math are an important part of building upon our skills 

and getting ready for the GMAS. During this time, they 

work on math skills that are both new and a review. 

They continue to have a problem-solving book to help 

increase their problem-solving skills. Reading workshop 

is in full swing with the students independently reading, 

working on skill work and even having a read aloud 

time. They are working on main idea, drawing on infor-

mation from multiple texts, and so much more. In Writ-

ing, we have been hard at work on informational texts. 

This year’s focus has been on Immigration to go along 

with our Social Studies unit. The students have been 

creating wonderful projects to show what they know 

about informational writing. In Science, they have fo-

cused on Traits, Microorganisms, and Chemical and 

Physical Changes. There have been lots of fun experi-

ments going on in all classrooms! During Social Studies, 

students have focused on World War I, the Great De-

pression, and World War II. Students are fully engaged 

and LOVE learning about the wars of the United States! 

 

Thank you parents for being so involved in your child’s 

education. This year is a pivotal point in your child’s life 

as they get ready to leave Elementary School soon 

and venture on to Middle School. Feel free to contact 

us with any questions or concerns.  Our Fifth-Grade 

teachers want to keep open lines of communication in 

order to better serve our students. If you have not al-

ready done so, please sign up for Classdojo. If you 

have questions on how to sign up, please contact your 

child’s teacher. 
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Subject Recent Topics Covered 

Science 
 Water Cycle 

 Forecasting Weather 

 Day/Night, Moon Phases and Seasons 

Math 
 Whole Numbers: Factors and Multiples 

 Addition and Substraction of Fractions and MIxed Numbers 

 Comparing Fractions/Equivalent Fractions 

Social Studies 
 American Revolution-the causes of the war and the major 

battles of the war 

 New Nation-what happened after the war? The creation of our 

government starting from the Articles of Confederation through 

the Constitutional Convention 

Reading 
 Fiction: Inferences about characters, determining the theme 

(lesson) 

 Nonfiction: Determining and explaining the main idea, relating 

visuals to the text, summarizing the texts 

 

Writing 
 Narrative 

 Opinion 
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Health & Physical Education News 

Cameron Hall,  

Health & Physical Education Teacher 

 
Hello everyone! Just wanted to start off by saying participa-

tion has been fantastic!! Every day the students are coming into the 

class with so much energy and excitement to learn something new. 

Students come in to the class and the first part of the day is focused 

on health topics. We are implementing writing and literacy to the 

class, while sticking to the core value of PE, which is movement in the 

classroom.  I have focused on teaching the fitness components to fit 

the curriculum.  Teamwork and sportsmanship have been a continu-

ing part of teaching and learning throughout the first part of the year.  

The upcoming PE units for grades third through fifth will start 

with students having a fitness day on day one. This will be where we 

focus on fun and engaging fitness activities. They are made to help 

enhance students: flexibility, BMI, muscular strength, muscular endur-

ance and cardiovascular endurance. As a Health and Physical Edu-

cation teacher, we try to inspire all students to develop a proper un-

derstanding of five fitness components and how it relates to an every-

day overall well-being. The main goal is to get students to see how 

being active is great for your overall health. We are hoping that 

building this foundation to a skill they like doing will allow them to 

continue using that skill throughout their life. The following two days 

students will learn about kicking. Students are learning how to kick a 

stationary object, as well as a moving object. They will also learn how 

to pass the ball to a partner.  

The focus for kindergarten through second grade will con-

tinue to be on communication, creative movement, and working 

together while understanding the rules during game-related activi-

ties. These procedures and guidelines are helping the students under-

stand hand-eye-coordination, balance, and spatial awareness. The 

students will begin to work on throwing and catching activities 

throughout the next cycle.   

My main goal each day for all grade levels is to help stu-

dents develop healthy. The Health and P.E Department wants to es-

tablish a solid foundation and understanding of fitness and wellness, 

especially at a young age. To help fulfil that healthy habit try to ex-

tend healthy habits at home! Thank you so much and continue to 

exercise and eat healthy!  

 
 
 

BETHESDA MUSIC NEWS 
Susan Hertlein, Music Teacher 

 
  
We’ve had a great first semester in music class. Kindergarten has 

been learning about using a correct singing voice and playing 

rhythm. 1st grade has been studying tempo and pitch. 2nd and 3rd 

grade played music melody and harmony. 4th grade learned about 

Classical and Romantic era music and have been reading music to 

play songs on glockenspiels and keyboards from those eras. Fifth 

grade has studied country music and musical theatre. I’m really 

proud of our fifth graders. Many of them have achieved black belts in 

recorder karate!  

 Chorus and Music club presented the musical “December 

Around the World.” They worked very hard and did a great job! Cho-

rus also entertained visitors at the Gwinnett Justice and Administration 

Center. We were all very excited about this opportunity to sing! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Math Coaching  
Adrienne Webb, Sharon Burnside, Susan Malloway  

Yahaira Rosa Serrano, & Taylor Nuñez 

 

 
 5 Ways to Sharpen Math Skills at Home Mastering 

math is essential for students in their future; both in and 

out of school. Students need to master several concepts 

in math to be successful in upper elementary, middle 

and high school. Here are five tips to help them maximize 

their math-smarts.  

 

#1: Make sure your children understands mathematical 

concepts. Otherwise, math becomes a meaningless 

mental exercise of just memorizing rules and doing num-

ber drills. Have your children manipulate objects to figure 

out basic concepts. For addition, they could add one, 

two, or more blocks to a pile of blocks and then tell you 

how many blocks are in the pile.  

 

#2: Help them master the basic facts. Mastery of a basic 

fact means that children can give an answer in less than 

three seconds. Consistent practice is required for children 

to give quick responses. Use flash cards to help your chil-

dren learn the basic facts. When they don't know an an-

swer, have them lay out objects to solve the problem.  

 

#3: Explain how to solve word problems. Mathematicians 

have an expression: To learn to solve problems, you must 

solve problems. Teach your children to read a word 

problem several times. Also, have them draw a picture or 

diagram to describe it. Make it easier for them to under-

stand the steps in a problem by teaching them to substi-

tute smaller numbers for larger ones.  

 

#4: Teach them how to do math "in their head." One of 

the major ways to solve problems is by using mental 

math. Kids should use this method frequently instead of 

using pencil and paper or a calculator. When helping 

your children with a problem, help them determine when 

it would be appropriate to use mental math.  

 

#5: Make mathematics part of your children's daily life. 

Mathematics will become more meaningful when your 

kids see how important it is in so many real-life situations. 

Encourage them to use math in practical ways. For ex-

ample, ask them to space new plants a certain distance 

apart, double a recipe, and pay bills in stores.  
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Science News 
Shani Walker, Science 

Specialist 
Kindergarten 

Kindergarten students will obtain, evaluate, and communicate 

information about how organisms (living and once living) and 

nonliving objects are grouped. 
First 

First grade students will obtain, evaluate, and communicate infor-

mation about how organisms (living and once living) and nonliv-

ing objects are grouped. 
Second 

Second grade students will obtain, evaluate, and communicate 

information to develop an understanding of the patterns of the 

sun and the moon and the Sun’s effect on Earth. 
Third 

Third grade students will ask questions to identify features of plants 

that allow them to live and thrive in different habitats of Georgia. 
Fourth 

Fourth grade students will obtain, evaluate, and communicate 

information about the nature of light and how light interacts with 

objects. 
Fifth 

Fifth grade students will obtain, evaluate, and communicate in-

formation to explain the differences between a physical change 

and a chemical changes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandra K. Williams 

Media Specialist  
 

           

 The Media Center sponsors programs such as Read Across Ameri-

ca, Read for the Record and Reader’s Rally. The first two programs 

are one-day events in which volunteers read to our students. Read-

er’s Rally, on the other hand, is a competition in which students 

read fifteen books and prove comprehension in an annual quiz-

bowl contest.  

 We have participants from fourth and fifth grade.             

Meetings are on Thursdays, after school. Students will read as many 

as fifteen books from a selected list and will then become “experts” 

on at least six books. To make our tasks more manageable, we 

have divided the books into five groups of three. Each group of 

three books is referred to as an “expert set” and contains between 

600 and 700 pages of text. Each expert set of books comes with a 

set of practice questions. On average, there are about 275 ques-

tions per set. Students will become team experts with overlapping 

responsibilities by mastering the material in at least two “expert 

sets”. 

      Bethesda will compete at Berkmar High School in March with 

about seventy other Gwinnett County Elementary schools. Last 

year, Bethesda won the division. We expect to exceed that perfor-

mance this year.   Students who participate in Reader’s Rally will 

usually improve their reading speed, comprehension rate and vo-

cabulary. Club members are told at every meeting, “The more you 

read, the smarter you get”. Of course, we overgeneralize, but there 

is a grain of truth in that declaration. 4th and 5th grade students who 

join a reading club will find an obvious benefit to participation.  

       The Media center  has started several reading incentive pro-

grams for our students including the 20 Tower of Books and Thanks-

giving break reading challenge. We encourage all students to read 

at least twenty minutes per night. Our approach in the Media Cen-

ter is to put more books in student’s hands. Be on the look out for 

more reading incentive programs and get your students excited 

about reading!  

Technology News 

Michelle Claudon, Local School Technical Coordinator 

 
 The Gwinnett County eCLASS initiative has been going 

strong at Bethesda Elementary!  We have been working all year to 

use our online resources and the C&I tool at the student portal to 

help integrate technology into our learning.  Students have been 

using the discussion boards and completing activities from the C&I 

tool.  Students also have access to all of our fabulous online re-

sources from the Online Research Library.  All students have access 

to these resources once they sign into the student portal.  Follow 

the instructions below to explore all of these wonderful databases 

and to access the eCLASS course pages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Log into:  
Step 1: Go to: myeclassgcps.com 
Step 2: You will need your  student’s “User Name” and “Password”.  

This is NOT your parent portal log-in. 

 

 Online Research Library 
Step 1: Click on Online Research Library. 
Step 2: Click Open Now to open chosen database. 

  

 

My Eclass Course Pag- es 
Step 1: Click on My eCLASS Course Pages 
Step 2:  Choose your  teacher ’s page from My Visual Course List 

 



 
 
 
 

PBL Special 
Kim Peterson 

 

In STEM this quarter grades K – 5 started programming! Kindergarten 

started with coding their way through stories! We listened to We’re 

Going on a Bear Hunt and The Gruffalo then created a path that a 

pretend robot could follow. They will begin coding on the computers 

in January.  

 

In First, Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth grade we continued learning 

to program using the website Code.org. Each student has their own 

login and can practice at home by using their Section Code, Num-

ber and password which are available on eClass.  

 

Students can leave me a message or send me an email if they have 

trouble logging in.  

 

We also worked on measurement, light, and shadows in First Grade, 

force and motion in Second Grade, and in Third Grade we review 

rocks and minerals.  

 

In Fourth Grade we reviewed ecosystems, forces, multiplication, and 

division. In Fifth Grade we reviewed physical changes, measurement, 

and line plots!  

 

There are lots of review games available on my eClass page for 

many of these standards in each grade level. Please feel free to 

have your student practice them to keep their Science skills sharp!  

 
 
 

Bethesda Parent Center 
  

 We have had a very busy and productive first semester in 

the Parent Center. English classes for parents are underway and 

there are more students than ever. Parents and grandparents contin-

ue to come to learn the language skills they need for better commu-

nication with Bethesda teachers and members of our community. For 

the first time at Bethesda, we are fortunate to have staff members 

from the University of Georgia and the American Cancer Society 

hosting workshops at the Parent Center. The workshops all deal with 

topics that focus on helping parents raise their children in a healthy 

environment.   

 We are very grateful for the many volunteers we have.  

Many parents come to the Parent Center to assist teachers with tasks 

such as assembling books and projects, cutting lamination, counting, 

sorting, folding, and stapling the thousands of materials that students 

need.  Parents are also assisting teachers in the classrooms and in the 

Media center. Be sure to check your Friday Folders for flyers that an-

nounce events and workshops during second semester. We continue 

to work together as partners to fulfill the “Promise of Gwinnett” – to 

see that every student, in every classroom, is successful in school eve-

ry day! 

 

Parent Center Contact Information 
 Evelyn Chatters – Parent Instructional Coordinator  

Laura Todd –Parent Liaison (Bilingual) Bethesda Trailer 2425A/B  
Parent Center phone: 770-381-4213/School phone: 770-921-2000  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Yahaira Rosa Serrano, Sharon Burnside, Susan Malloway  

Adrienne Webb & Taylor Nuñez 
 
 
 
 
 

How can I support & compliment my child when reading at home?  

Word-Solving: When an error is made WAIT to give your child a 

chance to work on it independently. When you are certain they are 

going to keep going, stop them saying something like, “Try that 

again,” or Make it match.” Compliment them by saying:  

 You used the first letter and checked the picture! 

 You tried more than one strategy on your own!  

 Nice job trying a different vowel sound!  

 Super work making your eyes go through the beginning, mid-

dle, and end of that word!  

 Lovely job sticking with it to work on solving!  

Comprehension: Ask questions that invite recall AND thinking, such 

as, “Why do you think _____ happened?” or “What do you think ____ 

means?” Urge rereading to build comprehension as needed. Com-

pliment by saying:  

 You are self-monitoring and working on it when it does not 

make sense!  

 Your expression is showing that you understand what you’re 

reading.  

 Wonderful job stopping to think about the text instead of read-

ing to just get to the next page!  

 You remember the details beautifully!  

Fluency: Model expressive reading and have your child echo read. 

Encourage just-right pacing (not too fast, not too slow). Demon-

strate how to attend to the punctuation (pausing at the end of sen-

tences, adding expression based on the punctuation mark). Com-

pliment by saying:  

  You sounded just like the character would sound!  

  I could hear you take a break after the punctuation marks!  

  You are reading in phrases, not word-by-word!  

  Your speed is just right! Not too fast or too slow!  

 

Spanish Special 
Erin Hudson 

 
Kindergarten and First grade: 

Kindergartners will be learning colors, shapes, and feelings. Later 

they will be learning how they can describe their family in Spanish. 

First graders will be learning colors, shapes, and feelings. Later they 

will be learning how they can describe their family in Spanish. 

 

Second and Third grade: 

Second graders will be learning colors, shapes, and feelings. Later 

they will be learning how they can describe their family in Spanish 

and comparing families in different cultures. 

Third graders will be learning colors, shapes, and feelings. Later they 

will be learning how they can describe their family in Spanish and 

comparing families in different cultures. 

 

Fourth and Fifth grade: 

Fourth graders will be learning about feelings and how to describe 

the themselves and others using adjectives in Spanish. They will later 

be learning how to describe their family in Spanish and comparing 

family life/roles from different cultures. 

Fifth grades will be learning about feelings and how to describe the 

themselves and others using adjectives in Spanish. They will later be 

learning how to describe their family in Spanish and comparing 

family life/roles from different cultures. 
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Counselor’s Corner 
Ana Hoyos  & Amanda Owen, 

Counselors 
 

  The first half of the school year was a great success in the 

Counseling Department.  The counselors sponsored Red Ribbon 

Week in October in an effort to teach students about the dangers 

of drugs and alcohol.  The counselors also helped to coordinate 

Gwinnett’s Great Days of Service project, during which Bethesda 

collected canned goods to donate to our local food pantries.  We 

are so proud of the Bethesda community’s commitment to serving 

others! 

  The counselors were also busy teaching classroom coun-

seling lessons on several topics, including anti-bullying lessons and 

academic skills for all students in the school. 

  For the second half of the school year, the Counseling 

Department will continue teaching classroom counseling lessons 

and will also be hosting College Week in January and Career Day in 

February for 3, 4, and 5th grades.  We will also have Careers on 

Wheels in May for our K, 1, and 2nd grade students. 

  The counselors will also continue to monitor student at-

tendance.  Parents, make sure that you communicate with your 

child’s teacher every time your child is absent.  Remember, even 

students who miss school for excused absences are still missing valu-

able instructional time.  This is also true for students who are late to 

school.  School attendance matters!  Please make the effort to get 

your children to school on time every day.  

  We look forward to the second half of the year and are 

excited to get 2019 off to an amazing start! 

 

Safety & Security 
 

 

 

Bethesda has had 7 fire drills and 3 lock down drills since August 

2018.  

 

Bethesda Elementary safety procedures for visitors wanting to enter 

the school is to ring the bell to gain entry.  In addition to that, all 

visitors have to state their business with the school via the intercom 

before being buzzed in.  Also, please be ready to share your child’s 

name and teacher. Please remember to allow the door to close 

behind you instead of holding the door open for others. We thank 

you in advance for your assistance as we strive to keep our students 

safe.  

 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS & INCLEMENT WEATHER  

In the event of severe weather or mechanical failure, the starting 

time of school may be delayed or school may be closed. School 

closings are determined by the GCPS Administrative Offices. An-

nouncements of closing will be broadcast via local news media 

(Channel 2 WSB, AM 750) and the GCPS website. If no report is 

broadcast, school will be in session. Please do not call the school to 

see if school is in session. We will be focused on keeping your child 

safe and telephone lines need to be kept open for emergencies. 

Please sign up for BES REMIND to receive timely information messag-

es via text.  

 

Parent/Visitor Lunch: Parents are welcome to eat lunch with their 

children. A parent choosing to eat with his/her child’s class must 

sign in at the security desk and meet the class in the cafeteria. Par-

ents should eat at the designed parent table in the cafeteria. Due 

to limited space, each student can have two lunch visitors for per 

day and strollers are prohibited. School age students who do not 

attend Bethesda will not be allowed for lunch visitation. Seating is 

available on a first-come, first-served basis.  
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Special Thanks to  
Bethesda’s 

Business Partners 
Please patronize our business partners! 

They are very supportive of our  
staff and students. 

  

 
 
 

 
    

Sugarloaf Parkway           Herrington Rd 

    Pleasant Hill Rd.              Lawrenceville 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bethesda Walk                     Mall of Georgia                                                                            
Manager: Ed. Cooper/                                                   
          Shani Cooper 
 

   

  
 
 
 
 



JANUARY 2019 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

30 31 1 2 
 

3 
Begin Semester 2 
Students Return to School 
3PM-Multicultural Club 
 
 
 

4 
Spirit Day (Wear BES T-Shirt) 
9-11 AM-BES Play to Learn 

5 
 

6 7 
College Week 
4:30 PM-Good News Club 
 

8 
College Week 
7-7:45 AM– Music Club  
7-7:45 AM– Spanish Club  
 
 

9 
College Week 
2:45 PM-Sparkles Dance 
Club-Gym 
 

10 
College Week 
3:15 PM-Reader’s Rally 
 
 

11 
Spirit Day (Wear BES T-Shirt) 
College Week 
College Panel Day 
9-11 AM-BES Play to Learn 
Report Cards go Home 

12 
9:30 AM-Read with Me 

13 14 
8:30 AM-5th grade awards 
9:15 AM-4th grade awards 
10:00 AM-3rd grade awards 
4:30 PM-Good News Club 
 
 

15 
7-7:45 AM– Music Club  
7-7:45 AM– Spanish Club  
7-7:45 AM– Kindness Club  
8:30 AM-1st grade awards 
9:15 AM-2nd grade awards 

16 
2:45 PM-Sparkles Dance 
Club-Gym 
 

17 
3PM-Multicultural Club 
3:15 PM-Reader’s Rally 

18 
Spirit Day (Wear BES T-Shirt) 
9-11 AM-BES Play to Learn 
 

19 
8:30 AM-Colonel Charles 
Young Mentoring 

20 21 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Staff/Student Holiday 

22 
7-7:45 AM– Music Club  
7-7:45 AM– Spanish Club  
 
 

23 
2:45 PM-Sparkles Dance 
Club-Gym 
 

24 
3PM-Multicultural Club 
3:15 PM-Reader’s Rally 

25 
Spirit Day (Wear BES T-Shirt) 
9-11 AM-BES Play to Learn 
International Night 

26 
 

27 28 
4:30 PM-Good News Club 

29 
7-7:45 AM– Music Club  
7-7:45 AM– Spanish Club  
7-7:45 AM– Kindness Club  

30 
2:45 PM-Sparkles Dance 
Club-Gym 
 

31 
3:15 PM-Reader’s Rally 

  

FEBRUARY 2019 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1    Spirit Day (Wear BES T-
Shirt) 
9-11 AM-BES Play to Learn 
Relay 4 Life Valentine’s 
Dance 

2 
 
 

3 4 
Nat’l Counselors Week 
4:30 PM-Good News Club 
 
 

5 
7-7:45 AM– Music Club  
7-7:45 AM– Spanish Club  

6 
2:45 PM-Sparkles Dance Club-
Gym 
 

7 
3:15 PM-Reader’s Rally 

8 
Spirit Day (Wear BES T-Shirt) 
9-11 AM-BES Play to Learn 
 

9 
9:30AM-Read with Me 

10 11 
4:30 PM-Good News Club 

12 
7-7:45 AM– Music Club  
7-7:45 AM– Spanish Club  
7-7:45 AM– Kindness Club  
8:30 AM-Local School Council 
Mtg. 
5:30 PM-Black History Quiz Bowl 

13 
2:45 PM-Sparkles Dance Club-
Gym 
 

14 
Spring Pictures 
No Lunch Visitors due to 
Pictures 
3:15 PM-Reader’s Rally 
4-7PM-CFA Night 

15 
Inclement Weather Make 
Up/Student & Teacher 
Holiday  

16 
8:30 AM-Colonel Charles 
Young Mentoring 
 
 

17 18 
President’s Day/Student 
Holiday 
 

19 
7-7:45 AM– Music Club  
7-7:45 AM– Spanish Club  

20 
12 Noon Dismissal 
Café closed to Lunch Visitor’s 
Early Release Day 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 

21 
12 Noon Dismissal 
Café closed to Lunch Visitor’s 
Early Release Day 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 
 

22 
Spirit Day (Wear BES T-Shirt) 
9-11 AM-BES Play to Learn 

23 
 

24 
 
 
 

25 
Read Across America 
4:30 PM-Good News Club 
 
 

26 
Read Across America 
7-7:45 AM– Music Club  
7-7:45 AM– Spanish Club  
7-7:45 AM– Kindness Club  
 
 
 

27 
Read Across America 
2:45 PM-Sparkles Dance Club-
Gym 
 
 

28 
 
3:15 PM-Reader’s Rally 
5:30PM-PTA General Mtg. 

  


